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MEETING OF THE NORTH CAROLINA 

ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF 

MATHEMATICS 

THE NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION 
of teachers of mathematics held its meeting 
this year in Greenville at the East Carolina Teachers 
College. The meeting was not very well attended but 
proved to be one of the most profitable ever held by 
the association. Mr. Raleigh Schorling, of the Lincoln 
School of Teachers college, New York, was the chief 
speaker. His discussions of the work of the experi- 
mental schools in determining what should be taught 
in the seventh, eighth, and ninth grades were very in- 
teresting and tangible, the latter quality usually being 
conspicuous by its absence in such meetings. 

The most interesting point in Mr. Schorling's ma- 
terial, to the writer at least, was the assurance that 
it is possible to determine by very exact methods the 
value of certain subjects taught in the schools. For 
example, it is possible to find out if the multiplication 
tables should be given as formal tables to be mem- 
orized, and it is found that it is better not to give 
them in that way. It is also possible to determine 
which text-books give the best results. Much that 
has found its way into our books, due in many cases 
to the hobbies of the writer, is found by test to have 
little value for anything definite enough to put into 
words. The defence will usually take refuge in the 
vague limbo of mental dicipline which can justify 
any course of study. Of course we all take advantage 
of the argument that the students will need the topic 
we happen to be talking about for higher work, yet 
it is exactly that argument that fails to gain substan- 
tiation from the tests. The person who is skeptical of 
the value of this experimental work in education 
would say at once that he would have to know some- 
thing about the nature of these tests before being con- 
vinced of their value and that is the right attitude 
to take. After studying some of the mathematical 
tests however the writer is convinced of their fairness 
and of their ability to pick out the weak and strong 
spots in a student's training. We cannot go further 
into this question here but will be glad to furnish in- 
formation to any who are interested in it. The best 
possible thing for a teacher who desires to keep up 
with the movement for the better teaching of mathe- 
matics is to send his name and address to the secre- 
tary of the North Carolina association of teachers of 
mathematics, Miss Juanita Puett, Laurinburg, N. C. 
along with two dollars to pay for membership in the 
association and the subscription price of the Mathe- 
matics Teacher which is the official organ of the nat- 



ional council of teachers of mathematics with which 
our association is affiliated. The Mathematics Teacher 
is the only journal published in this country which is 
of any use to teachers of high school mathematics 
outside of some of the publications of those universi- 
ties which are making a special study of elementary 
mathematics. The writer has been asked by the nat- 
ional council to represent it in North Carolina and will 
be glad to answer any inquiries in regard to it and 
to send application blanks to any desiring membership. 

The members of the association who were present 
at the meeting feel theniselves indebted to the East 
Carolina Teachers College for the genuine hospitality 
of their entertainment and for the successful carrying 
out of ai program of such high informational value. 

As has already been mentioned it was decided that 
we should affiliate with the national council of teach- 
ers of mathematics so that the work of the association 
may be carried on throughout the year instead of being 
confined to one meeting a year. Any person paying 
the two dollar fee to the secretary of the local associ- 
ation will thereby become a member of the national 
council and receive the journal for one year from date. 
Practically every person attending the meeting joined 
at that time and it is hoped that all teachers of mathe- 
matics in the state will join also. 

The officers elected for the coming year are as fol- 
lows : president, Miss Fannie Starr Mitchell, Gastonia, 
N. C. ; vice president. Miss Pencie Warren, Edenton, 
N. C; secretary, Miss Juanita Puett, Laurinburg, 
N. C. ; treasurer, Mr. M. H. Randolph, Bunn, N. C— 
A. W. H. 



MEETING OF THE NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNCIL OF ENGLISH TEACHERS 

THE NORTH CAROLINA COUNCIL of Eng- 
lish teachers held its fourth annual conference 
at the North Carolina College for Women on March 
17 and 18, with a representative attendance of high 
school and college teachers of English. The con- 
ference opened on Friday evening, March 18, with an 
address by Professor Charles Swain Thomas, of Bos- 
ton, and many topics pertaining to the teaching of 
English were discussed at the morning" and afternoon 
sessions on Saturday, March 18. One of the most 
interesting phases of the conference was the presen- 
tation of the report of the committee on minimum 
requirements, by the chairman. Professor C. A. Hib- 
bard, of the University of North Carolina. This re- 
port was published in the January number of the 
High School Journal and was adopted by the coun- 
cil with a few slight modifications. The council hopes 



